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CHAPTER E25

EXTRADITION ACT

An Act to repeal the fbrmer Extradition Laws made by or applicable to Nigeria and
to make more comprehensive provisions for extradition of fugitive offenders for
Nigeria.

|  1966  No .  87 .1

13l . t t  Januun' .  19671

fComrnencelnent. L.N. 2ll of 1967.]

Applicution o.f'Act

l. Power to apply Act by order

( I ) Where a treaty or other agreement (in this Act ref'erred to as an extradition
agreement) has been made by Nigeria with any other country fbr the sumender. by each
country to the other. of persons wanted tbr prosecution or punishmen(, the President may
by order published in the Federal Ga:.ette apply this Act to that country.

(2) An order under subsection (l) of this section shall recite or ernbody the terrns of
thc extradition agreernent. and may apply this Act to the country in question subject to
such conditions. exceptions and qualif ications as may be specified in the order.

(3) While an order under subsection (l) of this section is in firrce in respect of an1'
country, this Act shall apply to that country subject to thc provisions of the order and (o
thc tcrms of the extradition 1gt..n.t. 'nt as recited or ernbodied thcrein.

(:l) The power to vary an order made under subsection (l) of this section shall in-
clude pclwer. where the terms of the relevant extradition agreement have been varied. to
anrend so rnuch of the order as recites or ernbodies those terms: and if an extradition
agreement to which i in order relates is detern.rined, or otherwise ceases to have eftect. the
President shall lbrthrvith revoke the order.

(5)  Every nrder  made under subsect ion ( l )  o f  th is  sect ion,  which appl ies th is  Act  to
anv country. shall include a provision inserting in the First Schcdule ofthis Act, an entr)'
consisting of the nanre of that country and the year and number of the Legal Notice con-
taining the orderi and where any such order is varied or revoked, the varying or revoking
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order shall include a provision amplitying or deleting the relevant entry in that Schedule.
as the case may require.

IFirst Schedule.l

(6) An order under this section. applying this Act to a country with which an extradi-
tion agreement is in fbrce on the date on which this Act is made, may be made at an1'tinre
after that date. but shall not come into force before the commencement of this Act.

2. Application of Act to Commonwealth countries

( I ) Subject to the provisions of this section, this Act shall apply to every separate
country within the Comrnonwealth.

(2) For the purposes of this Act, each of the following iireas shall be treated as con-
stituting a separate country within the Commonwealth. that is to say-

1u) each sovereign and independent country within the Commonwealth together
with such (i iany) of that country's dependent territories, as the President mav
by order published in the Federal Ga:ette designate as firrnring part of that
country for the purposes of this Act; and

(b) each country within the Commonwealth which. not being sovereign and inde-
pendent. is not a territory for the tirne being designated under paragraph (rr) ttf
this subsection as tbrming part of some other country fbr the purposes of this
Act.

(-l) An order under subsection (2) (a) of this section designating a dependent territorv
as fitrrning part of a sovereign and independent country shall be made if. but only if. that
countrv has signified to the Federal Government that it desires that teffitory to be so des-
ignated fbr the purposes of this Act.

(,1) I i i t appears to the President that the law of a country to which this Act applies by
viftue of subsection (1) of this section no longer contains provisions substantially
equivalent to the provisions of this Act. as it applies to countries within the Common-
wealth. the President may by order published in the Federal Gd:ette direct that this Act
shall apply in relation to that country with such rnodifications (whether by way of addi-
tion. alteration or omission) as rnay be specified in the order; and where an order under
this subsection is in titrce with respect to any country, this Act shall have ef-fect in rela-
tion to that country with the modifications specified in the order.

(5) In the case of a country to which this Act applies by virtue of subsection (l) of
this section. that fact shall not prevent an order from being made under section I ( 1) of
this Act in respect of that country if an extradition agreement is made with that country,
and on the coming into fbrce of an order under section I (l) of this Act in respect of such
a country, this section shall cease to apply to that country and any order made under sub-
section (4) ofthis section in respect ofthat ccluntry, shall cease to have effbct.

Restric'tictns on surrender of fugitit,es

3. Restrictions on surrender offugitives

(l) A fugitive criminal shall not be surrendered if the Attorney-General or i l  court
dealing with the case is satisfied that the otl 'ence in respect of which his surrender is
sought is an otfence of a polit ical character.
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(2) A tugitive criminal shall not be surrendered if it appears to the Attorney-General
or a court dealing with the cace-

fu) that the request for his surrender. although purporting to be made in respect of
an extradition crime, was in fact made for the purpose of prosecuting or pun-
ishing him on account of his race, religion. nationality or polit ical opinions or
was otherwise not made in good faith or in the interest of justice; or

(b) that, if surrendered. he is l ikely to be prejudiced at his trial, or to be punished,
detained or restricted in his personal l iberty, by reason of his race. religion.
nationality or polit ical opinions.

(3) A fugitive criminal shall not be sunendered if the Attorney-General or a court
dealing with the case is satisfied that, by 1s2s6n 6f-

(u) the trivial nature of the offence fbr which his surrender is sousht: or

(b) the passage of t ime since the commission of the offence,

it would. having regard to all the circumstances in which the offence was committecl. be
unJust or oppressive. or be too scvere a punishment. to surrender the offender.

(4) A fugitive crirninal shall not be surrendered if the Attorney-General or a court
dealing with the case is satisfied that. whether in Nigeria or elsewhere, he-

(u) has been con.,, icted of the offence tbr which his surrender is sousht: or

(b) has been acquitted thereof.

and that. in a case fall ing within paragraph (a) of this subsection, he is not unlawfully at
large.

(5) A flgit ive criminal shall not be surrendered if criminal proceedings are pending
against him in Nigeria for the ofl 'ence for which his surrender is sought.

(6) A fugitive crirninal-

fu) who has been charged with an ofl 'ence under the law of Nigeria ()r any pilrt
thereof, not being the offence for which his surrender is sought; or

(b) who is serving a sentence irnposed in respect of any such ofl 'ence by a court in
Nigeria.

shall not be surrendered until such time as he has been discharged whether by acquittal or
on the expiration of his sentence. or otherwise.

(7) A fugitive crirninal shall not be surrendered to any country unless the Attorney-
General is satisfled that provision is made by the law of that country, or that special ar-
rangements have been made, such that. so long as the fugitive has not had a reasonable
opportunity of returning to Nigeria, he wil l not be detained or tried in that country for any
offence committed befbre his surrender other than any extradition offence which rnay be
proved by the facts on which his surrender is granted.

(8) A fugitive crirninal shall not be surrendered unti l the expiration of the periocl of
fitteen days beginning with the day on which he is committed to prison to await his sur-
render.
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(9) In this section. "a court dealing with the caset' in relation to a fugitive crirninal.
means any magistrate dealing with the fugitive's case in pursuance of section 8 of this
Act or any court before which the fugitive is brought on or by virtue of an application
made by him or on his behalf fbr a writ of habeas corpu.\.

4. Offences under military law

(l) A fugitive criminal may be surrendered notwithstanding that the Attorney-
General or a court dealing with the case is satisfied that the offence constitutes an tt1'f-ence
only under military law or law relating only to military obligations.

(2) In this section. a court dealing with the case "in relation to a fugitive criminal"
means any magistrate dealing with the fugitive's case in pursuance of section 8 ot'this
Act or any court betbre which the fugitive is brought on or by virtue of an application
nrade by him or on his behalf for a writ of habeus corpus.

S u rr e nd e r of .ftt gi t i v e s

5. Liability of fugitives to surrender

Every tu-uitive crirninal of a country to which this Act applies shall, subject to the
provisions of this Act, be l iable to be arrested and surrendered in the manner provided br' '
this Act. whether the oftence in respect of which his surrender is sought was committed
befbre or after the commencement of this Act or the application of this Act to that coun-
try. and whether or not there is concurrent jurisdiction in any court in Nigeria over that
of fence.

6. Requests for surrender, and powers of Attorney-General thereon

( I ) A request 1br the surrender of a fugitive crirninal of any country shall be nrade in
writ ing to the Attorney-General by a diplomatic representlt ive or consular offlcer of that
country and shall be accompanied by a duly authenticated warrant itf arrest or certif icate
of conviction issued in that country.

(2) Where such a request is made to hirrr, the Attorney-General may by an order un-
der his hand signify to a magistrate that such a request has been made and require the
magistrate to deal with the case in accordance with the provisions o1'this Act, but shall
not make such an order if he decides on the basis of information then available to him
that the surrender of the fugitive criminal is precluded by any of the provisions of sub-
sections ( I ) to (7) of section 3 of this Act.

(3) Except in so far as an extradition agreement in force between Nigeria and the re-
questing country otherwise provides, the Attorney-General may refuse to make an order
under this section in respect of any fugitive criminal who is a cit izen of Nigeria'

(4) If the sume nder of the same fugitive criminal is requested in accordance with this
section by more than one country, whether for the same offence or different off'ences, the
Attorney-General shall determine which request is to be accorded priority, and accord-
ingly may refuse the other request or requests; and in determining which request is to bc
accorded priority. the Attorney-General shall have regard to all the circumstances o1' the
cuse.  and in pur t ieu lar

(al the relative seriousness of the off-ences, if different;
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(b) the relative dates on which the requests were made, and

(c) the nationality of the fugitive and the place where he is ordinarily resident.

7. Power of magistrate to issue warrant on receipt of order under section 6

( I ) A warant fbr the arest of a fugitive criminal, whether accused of or unlawfully
at large afier conviction of an extradition offence, may be issued by a magistrate on re-
ceipt of an order of the Attorney-General under section 6 of this Act relating to the fugi-
tive, if such evidence is produced as would in the opinion of the magistrate justify the
issue of the warrant if the offence in question had been committed in Nigeria or the fugi-
tive had been convicted of it in Nigeria.

(2) A warrant issued under this section may be executed anywhere in Nigeria.

(3) A fugitive criminal arrested on a warrant issued under this section shall be
brought befbre a rnagistrate as soon as is practicable after he is so arrested.

8. Power of magistrate to issue provisional warrant

(l) A provisional warrant tbr the arrest of a flgit ive criminal, whether accused of or
unlawfully at large after conviction of an extradition off-ence, may be issued by a magis-
trate without any clrder of the Attorney-General under section 6 of this Act, if such infor-
mation and evidence is produced as would, in the opinion of the magistrate. justify the
issue of a warrant fbr the arrest of the fugitive, if the off-ence in question had been com-
nlitted in the district or division in which he has iurisdiction or the fucitive had been con-
victed of the offence there.

(2) A provisional warrant rnay be issued under this section in respect of a person who
is, or is suspected of being. on his way to Nigeria. in any case where such a wamant conld
be issued if he were. or were suspected b be, in Nigeria; and ref'erences in this section to
a fugitive criminal shall be construed accordingly.

(3) A magistrate issuing a provisional warrant under this section shall fbrthwith send
to the Attorney-General a report of the fact. together with the infbrmation and evidence
on which he acted or certif ied copies thereof. and on receipt of the report the Attorney-
General rnay. if he thinks fit, order the warrant to be cancelled and the fugitive criminal.
if already arrested. to be released.

(:l) A provisional warrant issued under this section may be executed anywhere in Ni-
gena.

(5) A fugitive criminal arrested on a provisional warrant issued under this section
shall be brought befbre a nragistrate as soon as is practicable atler he is so arrested. and
the rnagistrate-

(ct) shall remand him, either in custody or on bail, pending receipt f iom the Attor-
ney-General ofan order under section 6 ofthis Act signifying that a request for
his surrender has been received, or an order under subsection (3) of this section
for the cancellation of the wamant and the release of the fugitive; and

(b) shall fbrthwith infbrm the Attorney-General of the fact that the fugitive has
been arrested and remanded as afbresaid.
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and fbr the purposes of paragraph (a) of this subsection, the magistrate shall hare the

,a-" pn*eri of remand as if the fugitive were brought befbre him charged with an of-

f-ence committed within his jurisdiction.

(6)  Wi thoutpre judicetosect ion l4of  th isAct . i f  wi th intheper iodof  th i r tydaysbe-

ginning with the day on which he was arrested, no such order as is mentioned in subsec-

fon (5) (a) of this .section is received fiom the Attorney-General, the fugitive criminal

shall be released at the end of that period.

(7) The release of any person under subsection (3) or (6) of this section shall not

prejudice his subsequent arrest and surrender if a request for his surrender is afierwards

made.

9. Hearing of case by magistrate and committal or discharge of prisoner

(l) When a fugitive criminal is brought before a magistrate on a warrant undcr sec-

tion 7 of this Act. or when, in the case of a fugitive criminal brought before a magistratc

on a provisional warrant under section 8 of this Act and remanded in pursuance of sub-

section (5) of the said section 8, zrn order of the Attorney-General under section 6 of this

Act relating to that fugitive is received, the magistrate shall proceed with the case in the

sarle manner, as near as may be, and shall have the same jurisdiction and powers. as it '

the fugitive were brought before hirn charged with an ollence committed within his juris-

d ic t ion.

(2) The magistrate shall receive any evidence which may be tendered to show that the

offence of which the fugitive criminal is accused or alleged to have been convicted is ntlt

an extraditiitn offbnce or that the surrender of the f'ugitive is tbr some other reason pre-

cluded by this Act or by the extradition agreement (if any) in fbrce between Nigeria and

the country seeking his surrender.

(3) In the case of a fugitive criminal accused of an offence claimed to be an extradi-

tion otl-ence. if there is produced to the magistrate, a warrant issued outside Nigeria

authorising the arrest of the fugitive, and the magistrate is satisfied-

(u) that the warrant was issued in a country to which this Act applies, is duly

authenticated, and relates to the prisoner;

@) that the oftence of which the fugitive is accused is an extradition oftence in

relation to that country;

(c) that the evidence produced would, according to the law of Nigeria, justity the

committal of the prisoner for trial if the off'ence of which he is accused had

been cornmitted in Nigeria; and

((t) that the surrender of the fugitive is not precluded by this Act (and in particular

by any ofsubsections (l) to (6) ofsection 3 thereof) and. where the country

r.qu.iting the surrencler of the fugitive is one to which this Act applies by

virtue of an order under section I of this Act, is also not prohibited by the

terrns of the extradition agreement as recited or embodied in the order,

the magistrate shall, subject to subsection (5) of this section, commit the fugitive ttr

prison to await the order of the Attorney-General fbr his surrender'
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(4) In the case of a fugitive crinrinal alleged to be unlawfully at large after conviction
of an offence claimed to be an extradition offence, if there is produced to the magistrate a
certif icate of the fugitive's conviction of that ofl 'ence, and the magistrate is satisfied-

(a) that the certif icate of conviction records a conviction in a country to which this
Act applies, is duly authenticated and relates to the prisoner;

(b) that the of-fence of which the fugitive is stated to have been convicted is an
extradition offence in relation to that country; and

(c) that the sunender of the fugitive is not precluded by this Act (and in particular
by any of subsections (l) to (6) of section 3 of this Act) and, where the country
requesting the surrender of the fugitive is one to which this Act applies by
virtue of an order under section I of this Act. is also not prohibited by the
terms of the extradition agreement as recited or embodied in the order.

the magistrate shall, subject to subsection (5) of this section, commit the fugitive to
prison to await the order of the Attorney-General fbr his surrender.

(-5) If. on committing a fugitive criminal to prison under subsection (3) or (4) of this
section. the ntasistrate is of the opinion that it would be dangerous to the l if 'e or prejudi-
cial to the heii lth of the fugitive to remove him fiom prison. he may order hirn to be de-
tained in custody in any place named in the order instead of in prison, and while so de-
tained the tugitive shall be deemed to be in legal custody.

(6) On contmitting a l 'ugitive criminal to prison under this section the magistrate
shall-

(a) intbrrn the fugitive that he wil l not be surrendered unti l after the expiration of
fifteen days beginning with the day on which he is so committed, and that he
has a right to apply for writ of habeas cctrpus; and

(b) ftrrthwith send to the Attorney-General a certif icate of the cornmittal and such
report on the case as the magistrate thinks fit.

(7) Where the circumstances are nclt such as to require the rnagistrate to cornmi[ the
prisoner to prisorr under the provisions of subsections (3), (a). (5) and (6) of this section.
the magistrate shall order the prisoner to be discharged.

10. Surrender of fugitive in due course after committal

(l) A f 'ugitive crirninal committed to prison under section 9 of this Act, shall not be
surrendered befbre the expiration of f lfteen days beginning with the day on which he is so
conrmitted or, if a writ of habetts corpus has been issued, unti l the court has given its
decision on the return to the writ. whichever is the later.

(2 )  Sub jec t t o thep rov i s i onso fsubsec t i on ( l ) o f t h i ssec t i onand ,whereawr i t o f / za -
bea.s corpus has been issued. if the fugitive criminal is not discharged by the decision of
the court on the return to the writ. the Attorney-General, unless it appears to hirn that the
surrender of the fugitive is precluded by law, may by order direct the fugitive to be sur-
rendered to any person authorised by the country requesting the surrender to receive him,
and the criminal shall be surrendered accordingly.

(3) Any person to whom an order under subsection (2) of this section directs a fugi-
tive crirninal to be surrendered may receive. hold in custody and convey out of Nigeria
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the person surrendered to him in pursuance of the order, and if the person so surrendered

escapes fiom any custody to which he has been delivered in pursuance of the order, he

shalL be liable to be retaken in the same manner as any person who escapes from lawful

custody.

11. Postponement of surrender of fugitives

(l) Subject to subsection (2) of this section, where a fugitive criminal-

(a) has been charged with an otfence triable before any court in Nigeria; or

(h) is serving a sentence irrposed by any court in Nigeria'

then. unti l such time as he has been discharged (whether by acquittal, the expiration or

remission of his sentence or otherwise howsoever) he shall not be sumendered except as

permitted by any law in fbrce in Nigeria.

(2) Subject to the provisions of this Act, a prisoner serving such sentence as is re-

ferrecl to in subsection (l) (b) of this section, may at the discretion of the President, be

returnecl temporarily to another country within the Commonwealth in which he is accused

of a returnable offence to enable proceedings to be brought against the prisoner in rela-

tion to that offence, on such condition as may be agreed between the President and that

collntry requesting the surrender of the prisoner.

12. Discharge of fugitive if not removed from Nigeria within limited time

If a fugitive crirninal who has been committed to prison under sectit ln 9 of this Act is

not surrendered and conveyed out of Nigeria within two months beginning with the day

on which he is so committed or, if a writ of habeos ('orpu.r has been issued. within two

months beginning with the day on which the court gives its decision on the return to the

writ. whichever is the later. the High Court of the territory in which he is, may, on appli-

cltt i6n ntade by or on behalf of the fugitive. and upon proof that reasonable notice clf the

intention to make the application has been given to he Attorney-General. order the fugi-

tive to be discharged fiom custody.

13. Seizure and surrender of property

( I ) A police officer who on a warrant under section 7 of this Act or provisional war-

rant under section tl of this Act arrests a fugitive criminal accused of an extradition of-

f 'ence. may seize ancl detain any property fbund in the possession of the fugitive at the

tirne of the arrest which appears to him to be reasonably required as evidence for the pur-

pose of proving that the firgit ive comrnitted the offence of which he is accused.

(2) Any property seized under subsection (l ) of this section shall, i f an order for the

surrender of the fugitive is made under section l0 (2) of this Act, be handed over to such

person as the Attorney-General may direct, being a person who in his opinion is duly

authorised by the country obtaining the surrender to receive it.

(3) Nothing in this section shall prejudice any rights which any person may have in

any property which falls to be handed over under this section; and where any such rights

exist, the property shall not be handed over under this section except on condition that the

country obtaining the surrender of the fugitive criminal in question shall return it as soon

as may be afier the trial of the fugitive.
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14. General power of Attorney-General to order release of fugitive

If it appears to the Attorney-General at any time, in the case of any fugitive criminal
who is on remand or awaiting his surrender under this Act-

(a) that his surrender is precluded by this Act or by the extradition agreement (if
any) in force between Nigeria and the country seeking his surrender; or

(h) that a request fbr his surrender is not fbrthcoming or, where such a request has
been made, that it is not being proceeded with,

the Attorney-General may order all proceedings for the sunender of that fugitive to the
country in question to be discontinued and the fugitive. if in custody, to be released.

Fugitive surrenderecl to Nigeria not triable.for previous crtmes

15. Fugitive surrendered to Nigeria not triable for previous crimes

Where, in accordance with the law of any county within the Commonwealth or in
pursuance of an extradition agreement between Nigeria and another country (whether
within the Contmonwealth or not), any person accused of or unlawfully at large afier
conviction of an of'fbnce committed within the jurisdiction of Nigeria is surrendered to
Nigeria by the county in question. then, so long as he has not had a reasonable opportu-
nity ofreturning to that country. that person shall not be detained (whether under this Act
or otherwise). tried or otherwise dealt with in Nigeria for or in respect of an o1l'ence
comrlitted by him before his surrender to Nigeria other than-

(a) the ofl'ence fbr which he was surrendered or any lesser offence which may be
proved by the facts on '"vhich his surrender was granted; or

(h) any other offbnce (being one corresponding to an oft'ence described in sec-
tion 20 of this Act) of the sarne nature as the offence for which he was surren-
dered:

Provided that a person fall ing within this section shall not be detained or tried for
an ofl 'ence by virtue of paragraph (1r) of this section without the prior consent of the
country surrendering him.

Tran.sit of surrerulered.fugitive.s through Nigerio

16. Transit ofsurrendered fugitives through Nigeria

( I ) Transit through Nigeria of a person being or about to be conveyed from one
coLlntry to another on his surrender pursuant to-

(a) a treaty or other agreement in the nature of an extradition agreement. whether
or not Nigeria is a party thereto; or

(b) the law of any country within the Commonwealth relating to the surrencler of
persons wanted for prosecution or punishment,

may, subject to the provisions of any relevant extradition agreement and to such condi-
tions, if any, as the Attorney-General thinks fit, be granted by the Attorney-General upon
a request to that effect made by the country to which he is being or is about to be con-
veved.
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(2) The Attorney-General on granting transit of any person under this section may
make arrangements for his transit to be supervised by the Nigeria Police Force; and
where such arrangements have been made, the person in transit shall be treated as being
in lawful custody so long as he is accompanied by a member of that fbrce, and if he es-
capes, shall be liable to be retaken accordingly.

Evidence

17. Duly authenticated documents to be received in evidence

( I ) In any proceedings under this Act, any of the following documents. if duly
authenticated, shall be received in evidence without further proof, namely-

(a) any warrant issued in a country other than Nigeria;

(b) any deposition or statement on oath or affirmation taken in any such country,
or a copy of any such deposition or statement;

(r ') any certif icate of conviction issued in any such country.

(2) For the purposes of this Act, any such document as is mentioned in subsection ( | )
of this section shall be taken to be duly authenticated-

(a) if. apart tiom this section, it is authenticated in any manner for the time being
provided by law: or

(b) if i t complies with the requirements of subsection (3) of this section and is
authenticated by the oath or afllrmation of some witness or by being sealed
with the official seal of a minister of state of the country in which it was issued
or taken.

(3) The requirements of this subsection are as follows-

(u1 a warrant must purport to be signed by a Judge, magistrate or officer of the
country in which it was issued;

(b) a document such as is mentioned in subsection (1) (b) of this section, must
purport to be certified under the hand of a Judge, magistrate or officer of the
country in which it was taken to be the original or a copy. as the case may be,
of  the document  in  quest ion:

(c) a certifrcate of conviction must purport to be certifled by a Judge, magistrate or
officer of the country in which the conviction is stated to have taken place.

(4) For the purposes of this Act judicial notice shall be taken of the official seals of
ministers of state of countries other than Nigeria.

18. Taking of evidence in Nigeria for use abroad

The testimony of any witness in Nigeria may be obtained in relation to any criminal
matter pending in any court or tribunal in another country in l ike manner as it may be
obtained in relation to any civil matter under any law for the time being in force in any
part of Nigeria as rcgards the taking of evidence there in relation to civil or commercial
matters pending befbre tribunals in other countries:

Provided that this section shall not apply in the case of any criminal matter of a
polit ical character.
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19. Forms

( I ) The forms set out in the Second Schedule to this Act may, with such variations ls
the circumstances of the particular case may require, be used in the circumstances to
which they relate, and when so used shall be good and sufficient in law.

ISecond Schedule.]

(2) The Attorney-General may by order published in the Federal Gaz.ette amend the
said Second Schedule.

20. Returnable offences

( I ) A fugitive criminal may only be returned for a returnable offence.

(2) For the purposes of this Act, a returnable oftence is an ofl'ence however de-
scribed, which is punishable by imprisonment for two years or a greeter penalty both in
Nigeria as well as the Commonwealth country seeking his sunender.

(3) Offbnces described in subsection (2) of this section are returnable off 'ences not-
withstanding that any such ottences are of a purely tlscal nature under the laws of the
country seeking the return of the fugitive and punishable as prescribed in subsection (2)
of  th is  sect ion.

21. Interpretation

(l) In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires, the following expressions have
the meanings hereby assigned to thent respectively, that is to say-

"Attorney-General" means the Attorney-General of the Federation;

"certif icate of conviction" includes any judicial document stating the f 'act of convic-
t ion:

"court" includes a tribunal established by an Act or any other enactment:

"extradition agreement" has the meaning assigned by section I of this Act:

"fugitive criminal" or "fugitive" rneans (without prejudice to section 8 (2) ol this
Act) -

(u) any person accused of an extradition offence committed within the lurisdiction
of a country other than Nigeria; or

(b) any person. who. having been convicted of an extradition offence in a country
other than Nigeria, is unlawfully at large befbre the expiration of a sentence
irnposed on him for that offence,

being in either case a person who is. or is suspected of being. in Nigeria:

"magistrate" rneans a chief magistrate. a senior magistrate or a rnagistrate grade I or
grade II:

"territory" means a State or the Federal Capital Territory;
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"warrantt' includes any judicial document authorising the arrest of a person accused

or convicted of an offence.

(2) References in this Act to a person being unlawfully at large includes ref-erences to
a person being at large in breach of a condition of a l icence to be at large.

(3) For the purposes of this Act-

(a) every colclny, dependent territory and constituent part of any country to which
this Act applies by virtue of section I thereofl and

(b) every vessel and aircraft of any country, whether within the Comrnonwealth or
not.

shall be treated as being within the jurisdiction of, and as fbrn.ring part of', that country.

22. Saving for proceedings begun before commencement of Act

Where. belbre the commencement of this Act-

(u) a requisit ion fbr the surender of any person has been made to any authority in
Nigeria under the Extradition Acts 1870 to 1935 or the Fugitive Criminals Sur-
render Act: or

[Cap. 73 of 1958 Edition.]

(b) a warrant fbr the apprehension of any person has been endorsed in Nigeria
under section 3 of the Fugitive Offenders Act 188l,

the Acts or Act in question shall. fbr the purposes of any proceedings arising out of that
requisit ion or waffant, continue to apply as if this Act had not been made, and the person

in question shall be l iable to be apprehended and surrendered accordingly.

23. Short title

This Act may be cited as the Extradition Act.

SCHEDULES

FIRST SCHEDUI-E

lSect ion I  (5) .1

Countrie.E in respet-t o.f v,hich orders under section I ure in Jrtrce

Couttn'

Liberia

The United States of Arnerica

Legal Notice cotttuirtirtg the order

L . N . 3 2  o f  1 9 6 1  .

L .  N .  33  o f  1967.
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lSect ion 19 ( l ) .1

Fornts Jbr use.for the purytoses of this Act

FORM I

ISection 6 (2).]

Form oJ'order of Attornev-General to a magistrate

To the Chief /Senior/Grade l /Grade II  magistrate at . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

WHEREAS. in pursuance of the Extradition Act a request has been made to me by a diplomatic rep-
resentative/consular ofllcer of

fbr the surrender of . . . . . . .

accused ofTunlawful ly at

within the.jurisdict ion of

Attomey-General of the Federation. by this order under my hand, signify to you that this request
has been rnade. and require you to deal with the case in accordance with the provisions of the Ex-
tradit ion Act.

G t v E x  u n d e r  r n y  h a n d  t h i s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .  d a y  o f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 0  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Attorney-General ol tlte F-ederution

FORM II

ISection 7.]

Form of v;urrtmt o.f arrest frtr issue ttfter receipt oJ order of Attctrnel'-General

To each and all police officers.

WHEREAS the Attorney-General of the Federation has by order under his hand signified to nte that ii

reques t  h r rd  hccn rn l rde  to  h in r  l i r r  the  rumender  o l '  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

accused otTunlawlul ly at large after convict ion ol ' the of l 'ence of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

w i th in  the  ju r isd ic t ion  o f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

you are thcretbrc hereby comntanded to arrest the said .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
wherever he may be fbund in Nigeria and bring him before me or sorle other magistrate, to show
cause why he should not be suffendered in pursuance of the Extradition Act.

DarEl this

Magistrate

l iuge after convict ion of the of l 'ence of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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Fonlt III

ISection 8.]

Form oJ provisional w'arront o.f arrest

To each and al l  pol ice ol l lcers.

WilEREAS it has been shown to nte that

is accused of/unlawful ly at large after convict ion of the of l 'ence of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

w i th in  the  ju r isd ic t ion  o f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

You are therefore hereby contntanded to arrest the said .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
wherever he may be fbund in Nigeria and bring him befbre me or sonte other magistrate, to be
tunher dealt with in accordance with the provisions ol the Extradit ion Act.

Ma,qistrate

FORM IV

Frtrm of v'arrant o.f contnittal

lSec t ion  9 .1

To . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ,  a  po l i ce  o f f l cer .

and to  the  super in tendent  o f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

h a v i n g  b e e n  h r o u g h t  b e l b r e  r n e  t h i s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  d a y  o f  . . . . . . . . . . . .  .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : . . . . .  .  .  . . .  2 0  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
to shuu, cause why he should not be sunendered in pursuance of the E,xtradition Act on the ground

of  h isbc ingaccusedofTun lawlu l l ya t la rgca f te rcor rv ic t ionof theof ' tenceof  . . . . . ' . . . . . . . . . . . .

within the.jurisdict ion o1-
and no sufl lcient cause having been shown to me why he should not he surrendered in pursuance
of the said Act:

You. the said pol ice of l lcer, are hereby cotnnranded to convey the said .. . . . : . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .
sately to the said prison and there del iver him to the superintendent thereof ' ._together with this war-
rant: and you. th; superintendent of the said prison, are hereby commanded ttt receive the said

into your custody. and to kcep him there unti l  ht:  is del ivered thence pursuant to the provisions of
the said Act.

D..r lpo this day of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20

Mctgistrate
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Foarvr V

[Section 10.]

Fornt oJ order bt Attornel'-General Jbr surrender oJ'Jugitive t riminal

To the  super in tendent  o f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ,  p r i son .

and to  . . . . . . . . . . . .  ,  a  po l i ce  o f f l cc r .

Whereas .. . .  being accused ofTunlawful ly

at large af ier convict ion of the of-fence of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

within the.jurisdict ion of

rvas del ivered into the custody of you. the superintendent of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

p r i son .  by  war ran t  da ted  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20  . . . . . . . . .  .  . . . . . .
pursuant to the Ertradit ion Act:

Nort'' in pursuance of the said Act I hereby order you, the said suDerintendent. to del iver the said

i r l t ( )  lhe  e  u r tody  o l  the  sa id

hereby order you, the said police officer, to receive the said

in to  your  cus tody ,  and to  convey  h in r  to  . . . . . . . . . . .

and there place him in the custody of any person or persons
to receive hirn.

Dareo this day of . .

a police officer; and I

authorised by

20

Atto rne r- - G e rrc ro I oJ the F ede rut i on
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